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Criminal lawyer and all-time #1 mystery author Erle Stanley Gardner wrote close to 150 novels that

have sold 300 million copies worldwide. His most popular books starred the incomparable

attorney-sleuth Perry Mason. In The Case Of The Curious Bride, a woman claims to want to consult

Mason about her 'friend' whose husband, long thought to have died in a place crash, turns up alive.
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This is the fifth book in Erle Stanley Gardner's long-running Perry Mason series, originally published

in 1934. By then, at least according to the storyline, Perry and his principal associates, Della Street

and Paul Drake, were already in the prime of life and Perry had already mounted an impressive

record of courtroom victories. Given that, one would assume that Perry, Della and Paul all must

have been somewhere in their seventies or early eighties by the time they finally won their last case

in 1973. But fortunately they aged well and seemed to be just as physically fit and mentally alert at

the end of their careers as they had been in the beginning.The case opens when a nervous young

woman appears in the office to consult Perry "on behalf of a friend." She needs to know when a

woman can have a missing husband legally declared dead so that she might be free to marry again.

Naturally, Perry sees through the ruse and questions the woman aggressively. He figures that she

will soon fold and reveal that she is there he own behalf and they can then get down to business.

But the woman fools him and instead of caving, she gets up and leaves in a huff. Perry starts to feel

bad because he was so gruff with the poor young thing, and he feels even worse when Della



informs him that the woman had paid a $50.00 retainer!The plot thickens when Perry discovers that

the woman accidentally left her purse in the famous leather client chair. Naturally, there's a gun in

the purse. Perry now feels morally obligated to assist the woman even though she has given Della a

fake name, address and phone number. Of course this won't deter Perry in the slightest. He puts

Paul Drake on the case and inevitably, by the end of the afternoon, he knows more about the

woman than she knows about herself.
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